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St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
Member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 

 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915   
 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Julia Bernthal & Scott Mueller 

Organist: Barb Gullerud 
 

Website: sslcwest.org 
 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  

Julia Bernthal (Administrator), Pastor Luke Bernthal (Principal) 
 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

June 23, 2024      Pentecost 5 

  
 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.  Please sign our guestbook in the entry. 

 
 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 46 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  

 

 

Note: Sung responses will have musical notes next to them.   

All other responses will be spoken. 

 
Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:  
 

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Hymn: 915  Today Your Mercy Calls Us                                                LSB 915 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt.  Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE INVOCATION 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

(TLH, p. 5) 

  

P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

  

P  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
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P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C  Who made heaven and earth. 
  

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

C  And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, 

word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

C  O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 

Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will and true 

obedience to Thy Word, to the end that by Thy grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

P  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in 

His name He gives power to become the sons of God and has promised them His 

Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto 

us all. 

C  Amen. 
  
“Glory Be to God the Father”   LSB 506   
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THE SALUTATION (Greeting)  
  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And with thy spirit. 

  

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
The main thoughts for the day are “collected” together in this prayer.  

  

P We pray: 

Almighty God, in Your mercy guide the course of this world so that Your Church may 

joyfully serve You in godly peace and quietness.  We pray this through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
 

C Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
God speaks to us.  

  

First Reading                          Proverbs 9:1-10 (ESV)   

 

Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven pillars. 
2 

She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine; 

    she has also set her table. 
3 

She has sent out her young women to call from the highest places in the town, 
4 

“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” 

    To him who lacks sense she says, 
5 

“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6 

Leave your simple ways, and live, 

    and walk in the way of insight.” 
7 

Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 

    and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 
8 

Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 

    reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 
9 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 

    teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 
10 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

    and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
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THE GRADUAL 

When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond.  We sing “Hallelujah!”—meaning  “Praise the Lord!” 

  

P  Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it. Hallelujah! 

C  Hallelujah! 

  

P  The second reading is from 1 John 3:13-18. 

C  Glory be to Thee, O Lord! 

 

Second Reading 1 John 3:13-18 (ESV) 

 

13 
Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 

14 
We know that we have 

passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love 

abides in death. 
15 

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
16 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brothers. 
17 

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 

need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 
18 

Little 

children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 

P  Here ends our second reading. 

C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
We boldly confess what we believe.  (LSB p. 207) 

  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

                and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day: 523 O Word of God Incarnate                                                LSB 523                    
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THE SERMON 

Luke 14:16-24 (ESV) 

16 But he said to him, "A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And 

at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been 

invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18 But they all alike began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. 

Please have me excused.' 19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 

I go to examine them. Please have me excused.' 20 And another said, 'I have 

married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21 So the servant came and reported 

these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to 

his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the 

poor and crippled and blind and lame.' 22 And the servant said, 'Sir, what you 

commanded has been done, and still there is room.' 23 And the master said to the 

servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that 

my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall 

taste my banquet.'" 
 

Sermon Theme: God’s Great Invitation: “Supper Is Ready!”  
I. There’s no excuse for rejecting it 

II. There’s every reason to attend  
 

By Pastor Sam Rodebaugh 

Faith Lutheran Church – Manchester, MO 

 

THE OFFERTORY 
(TLH, p. 12-13)  

  

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence,  

And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,  

And uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS 
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us 

that we might have to give to Him. 

( If you have an offering to give today, please place it in the plate in the church entryway. ) 
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Sermon Hymn:  514 (tune of hymn 858 LSB)  The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us                                                        
 

 1 The Bridegroom soon will call us, “Come to the wedding feast.” 

       May slumber not befall us Nor watchfulness decrease. 

       May all our lamps be burning With oil enough and more 

      That we, with Him returning, May find an open door! 
 

2 There shall we see in glory Our dear Redeemer’s face; 

The long-awaited story Of heav’nly joy takes place: 

The patriarchs shall meet us, The prophets’ holy band; 

Apostles, martyrs greet us In that celestial land. 

 

3 There God shall from all evil Forever make us free, 

From sin and from the devil, From all adversity, 

From sickness, pain, and sadness, From troubles, cares, and fears, 

And grant us heav’nly gladness And wipe away our tears. 
 

4 In that fair home shall never Be silent music’s voice; 

With hearts and lips forever We shall in God rejoice, 

While angel hosts are raising With saints from great to least 

A mighty hymn for praising The Giver of the feast. 
 
Text: Johann Walter, 1496–1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 2–4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Text (sts. 2–4): Public domain 

 

THE GENERAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26). 

  

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 

C Amen.  
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Closing Hymn: 435  Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain (please stand for last verse)       

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Acknowledgments - Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

ESV scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles,  

a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):      Worship – 10am 

  Conducting Worship: Michael Slattengren (sermon); Scott Mueller (liturgy) 
                          

             St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship – 1pm 

  Conducting Worship: Timothy Blank 

 

Next Sunday:  

6/30/24 St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):      Worship – 10am 

  Conducting Worship: Mark Gullerud (sermon); Michael Slattengren (liturgy) 
                          

             St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship – 1pm 

  Conducting Worship: Timothy Blank 

       

  Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

Thank You! – to Michael Slattengren (sermon) and Scott Mueller (liturgy) for conducting our 

worship service today and bringing us the Gospel message.  We appreciate your willing 

service to our congregation! 

 

CLC Convention – Eau Claire, WI – The CLC Convention in Eau Claire, WI concludes today.  

Pastor Luke, Mark Gullerud, and teacher, Isaac Schmitt are attending the Convention this 

weekend as delegates from our congregation. 

 

Pastor Luke on Vacation this Week – Returning July 1
st

 – Pastor Luke and Jewels will be 

on vacation visiting family this week.  They will be returning, Lord willing, next Monday, July 

1
st
.  Mark Gullerud (sermon) and Michael Slattengren (liturgy) will be conducting the worship 

service next Sunday in his absence. 

 

TVBS Volunteer Donations – We have two volunteer TVBS teachers helping with our 

Vacation Bible School July 22
nd

 – 26
th

.  During that week we usually try and do one or two 

sightseeing activities with them in the area.  This year we plan to take our teachers on the 

Alcatraz tour in San Francisco, and do an afternoon in Santa Cruz.  If you would like to 

donate to help pay for our volunteers’ activities during the week of VBS please mark your 

offering “TVBS.”  If you have any questions please speak with Pastor Luke or Mikkela Schmitt.  

 

        
 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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VBS –  July 22
nd

-26
th

 – Ages 4-13 – Registration can be done online through our school’s 

website (ssls.org).  Flyers are also 

available in the entryway if you know of 

anyone who would be interested in 

sending their children to our VBS.  It will 

be held Mon.–Fri., July 22
nd

–26
th

 from 

9am-11:30am.   
 

The CLC’s TVBS program is sending us 2 

teachers to assist us: Sam Schmitt (SSLS 

teacher Isaac Schmitt’s sister), and Grant 

Bernthal (nephew of Pastor Luke and 

Jewels).   

 

If you would like to volunteer to help with our VBS please speak with Pastor Luke or one of our 

SSLS staff. 

 

 
"The Branches" is a Christian women's magazine which is published quarterly by women 
of the CLC. Subscriptions are available for the 2024-2025 subscription year (July through 

June). The Branches staff prays that, through this publication, we serve: 
 to encourage you in your personal and family Bible study 

 to edify you in your daily walk with Christ 
 to provide a means to use and share your God-given gifts 

 to celebrate and reflect upon God’s gift of Christian sisters, near and far 
 

Consider a subscription for yourself and/or gift subscriptions for women in your life! The cost is 
$16.00/year for 4 issues. Checks are payable to, "The Branches," and should be sent to: Sandy 
Hulke, Subscription Manager, 29985 Norway Ave, Lindstrom, MN 55045. Online payments are 
also available via PayPal - you may contact Sandy Hulke at thebranchesmagazine@gmail.com. 

mailto:thebranchesmagazine@gmail.com

