
 1 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
Member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 

 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Home: (650) 282-5752 
 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Julia Bernthal & Scott Mueller 

Organist: Barb Gullerud 
 

Website: sslcwest.org 
 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915   
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  

Julia Bernthal (Administrator), Pastor Luke Bernthal (Principal) 
 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

March 24, 2024      Palm Sunday 
 

 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.  Please sign our guestbook in the entry. 

 
 

 

 
               

 










Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link: 
 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Hymn: 441  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty                                            LSB  441 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution   
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P  Beloved of God: Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking Him, in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to grant us 

forgiveness.  

 

 



 3 

C  Almighty God, Merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have sinned 

against You in our thoughts, words, and actions.  But we are sorry for our sins 

and pray that You would be gracious and merciful unto us.  Forgive us for 

Jesus’ sake, renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 

the sins of the whole world.  We are forgiven!  With boldness and confidence we 

may approach God’s throne to find grace to help in time of need.  In the peace of 

forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C And my mouth will declare Your praise! 
 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C Make haste, to help me, O Lord! 

 

442 v. 1-2  All Glory, Laud, and Honor           LSB 442 v. 1-2 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day  

P We pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 

upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross that all people might be 

saved from their sins.  Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of His 

great humility and also be made partakers of His resurrection through faith in Him.  

We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
 

First Reading                Zechariah 9:9-10 (EHV)   

 

9
 Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

    Look! Your King is coming to you. He is righteous and brings salvation. 

    He is humble and is riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem. 

    The battle bow will be taken away, and he will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His kingdom will extend from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

Second Reading         Matthew 21:1-11 (EHV) 
 

P Our second reading is from Matthew 21:1-11. 

C  Sanctify us by Your truth, O Lord. Your Word is truth. 
 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 
2 

telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will 

find a donkey tied there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 
3 

If 

anyone says anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once.” 
4 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 

Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
6 

The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 
7 

They brought the 

donkey and the colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 
8 

A very large 

crowd spread their outer clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from the 

trees and spreading them out on the road. 
9 

The crowds who went in front of him and 

those who followed kept shouting, 
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Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 
10 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is 

this?” 
11 

And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 
                

P Here ends our Scripture readings. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Confirmation & Reception Into Membership 

Gary Fenton 

Luke 9:24 (EHV) 

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,  

but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.” 

 

Apostles' Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.                                                                                     LSB 207 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Confirmation Hymn:  861  Christ Be My Leader                                          LSB 861 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Irish   Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Text: Matthew 21:12-17 (EHV)   

12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all those who were selling and 

buying in the temple. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 

seats of those who were selling doves. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house 

will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a den of robbers!” 14 The 

blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the 

chief priests and the experts in the law saw the wonders he performed and heard 

the children calling out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were 

indignant. 16 They said to him, “Do you hear what they are saying?” “Yes,” Jesus 

told them, “Have you never read, From the lips of little children and nursing babies 

you have prepared praise?” 17 He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and 

spent the night there. 
 

Sermon Theme: Ironies of the Passion –  

“Do You Hear What These Children Are Saying?” 
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 irony  = “a combination of circumstances or a result that is the opposite of what 

might be expected.” 

 

 What were some of the “wonders Jesus performed” (v. 15) in our text? 

 

 

 What was it about the praises of the children that was ironic? (v. 15-16) 

 

 

 How can we apply these wonderfully “ironic” words of praise from the children to 

our own lives today, on Palm Sunday, and every day?  
 

 

  

 

Offertory  LSB 956 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12   Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 
( If you have an offering to give today, please place it in the plate in the church entryway. ) 
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Sermon Hymn:  444  No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet                               LSB 444 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests  We bring our prayers to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer          LSB 209 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction We hear God’s blessing to us.  The “Apostolic Blessing” (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

Closing Hymn:  “The King of Glory” - Choir (v. 1-2) & Congregation (v. 3-4)  
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A warm welcome to all of you today, especially to our guests and visitors!  

Please sign our guest book in the entryway. May our Savior Jesus richly 

bless your worship and personal meditations on His Word during             

Holy Week and Easter.   

Please join us for our special worship services on Good Friday and Easter Sunday! 

 

Announcements 
 

Today:  Reception for Gary Fenton & Refreshments (Fellowship Hall) - 11am 

  Women’s Auxiliary – (After refreshments) 
 

This Week: Holy Week 

Tuesday – Board of Education Meeting (Zoom) (Mt. View) – 6pm  

Wednesday – Church Council & Elders Meeting (Zoom) (Mt. View) – 7pm 

Thursday – Maundy Thursday - Stockton Worship (Oakmont) – 2pm 

   Sacramento Worship (Forever Easter House) – 4:30pm 

Friday- Good Friday - Worship w/ Communion – Hayward – 1pm 

           Mountain View – 7pm 

Saturday – Easter Decorating & Set Up (Mountain View) – 10am 

          

Next Sunday:   Easter Sunday 

3/31/24  Joint Easter Worship Service (Mountain View) – 10am  

               Easter Brunch / Children’s Easter Egg Hunt – 11am 
                

Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Reception & Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall  - Today @ 11am - 

Please join us for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service today as we 

welcome Gary Fenton into our fellowship here at St. Stephen.  Please join us! 
 

“Blest be the tie that binds 

    Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

    Is like to that above.”  
(Hymn 649 LSB) 

 

Women’s Auxiliary Meeting – Today - After Refreshments – The Women’s Auxiliary will 

have their meeting in the Fellowship Hall after the reception and refreshments for Gary 

Fenton.   

 

Easter Brunch Sign-Up Sheet – We will be having an Easter Brunch after our 10am Easter 

Worship service in Mountain View next Sunday, Easter Sunday, March 31
st
.  If you’d like 

to help with the brunch or bring a dish to pass, please sign the sheet in the church entryway.   

Thank you! 

 

Holy Week & Easter Worship Service Schedule – Holy Week begins today (Palm Sunday).  

Please join us this week for Good Friday services and our joint-congregation Easter Service 

and brunch.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

Good Friday w/ communion (3/29) –  St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward) – 1pm 

                  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View) – 7pm 
 

Easter Sunday (3/31) – Easter Joint Worship Service (Mt. View) – 10am  

                Easter Brunch / Children’s Easter Egg Hunt – 11am 

 

NOTE: Choir – Please arrive at 6:30pm on Good Friday and 9:30am on Easter Sunday so 

that we can run through our songs for these services.  Thank you! 

 

CLC News - Teacher Ross Kok of Holy Cross Lutheran in Phoenix, AZ has received a 

call to Berea Lutheran Church and School, Inver Grove Heights, MN. <> Wendy Greve Abbott 

of Phoenix, AZ has received and returned the call from Luther Memorial School in Fond du 

Lac, Wisconsin.  <> Teacher Quinn Sprengeler, Redeemer Lutheran, Lynnwood, WA, plans to 

retire from the teaching ministry at the end of this school year.    

 


