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We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning.
We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.
We invite you to join us every Sunday. Please sign our guestbook in the entry.

T Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 27 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible) T

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening.
To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html



http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html

Opening Hymn: 729 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus LSB 729
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1' T am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet I bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim-son flood;
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing  Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
Trust -ing Thee to make me ho - ly By Thy blood.
Ev - 'ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.

5. I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

6. | am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79
Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

®

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

®

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore we stand in awe of You.
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[P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession and Absolution

We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

®=

P) In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord,
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Amen.
Kyrie Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.




Gloria in Excelsis Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.” LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(6] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

f | , ‘

[ ] ] N [ I [ T [
| | I\\I\ P B | I 1 [N

lj —— p- o
Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation (‘Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} We pray:
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, by Your grace hear the
prayers of Your Church. Grant that those things which we ask in faith we may receive
through Your bountiful mercy. We pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading Isaiah 55:6-9 (EHV)

¢ Seek the LORD while he may be found!
Call on him while he is near!

” Let the wicked man abandon his way.
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts.
Let him turn to the LORD,
and he will show him mercy.

Let him turn to our God,
because he will abundantly pardon.

8 Certainly my plans are not your plans,
and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD.
? Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so my ways are higher than your ways,
and my plans are higher than your plans.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Matthew 20:1-16 (EHV)

[P} The second reading is from Matthew 20:1-16.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“Indeed the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. ° After agreeing to pay the workers a denarius
for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. > He also went out about the third hour and
saw others standing unemployed in the marketplace. * To these he said, 'You also go
into the vineyard, and I will give you whatever is right.’ So they went. ° Again he went
out about the sixth and the ninth hour and did the same thing. ¢ When he went out
about the eleventh hour, he found others standing unemployed. He said to them, ‘'Why
have you stood here all day unemployed?’

7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.” “He told them, 'You also go into the
vineyard.’  When it was evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call
the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last group and ending with the
first.’



® “When those who were hired around the eleventh hour came, they each received a

denarius. '° When those who were hired first came, they thought they would receive
more. But they each received a denarius too. '’ After they received it, they began to
grumble against the landowner: '* ‘Those who were last worked one hour, and you
made them equal to us who have endured the burden of the day and the scorching
heat!”

'3 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did you not
make an agreement with me for a denarius? ¥ Take what is yours and go. | want to give
to the last one hired the same as I also gave to you. '* Can’t I do what | want with my

own money? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ '® In the same way, the last
will be first, and the first, last.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Alleluia and Verse
When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond. We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!”

I 9 \ | i — - ] T T 7 |
ScEEss=S S RESeS = —=
o *_ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
— k— ——1 fr— f K]
I l"‘ﬂ i "r_il \] | I“| Il I T Il I. I“ 1
LAY I - d @ b ® ® i ® ®
o & =
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
[o} p——— \
[ o I | | I I 1
I:% . —— i ] = H
'J : | o = ]
Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
0O | . [ = | , |
I o | | | I | I | 1 N |
GESSEEES E=eS-rsaa==
d - _ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.



Nicene Creed we boldly confess what we believe. LSB 206

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: 557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way LSB 557
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1 Seek where you may To find a way That
2 Seek whom you may To be your stay, None
3 Seek Him a - lone Who did a - tone, Who
4 My heart’s de - light, My crown most bright, (0]
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leads to your sal - va - tion. My heart is stilled,
can re - deem his broth - er All  help - ers failed;
did your souls de - liv - er (@) seek Him first,
Christ, my joy for - ev - er Not wealth nor pride
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On Christ 1 build, He is the one foun - da - tion.
This man pre - vailed, The God-man and none oth - er,
All you who thirst For grace that fails you nev - er
Nor for - tune’s tide Our bonds of love shall sev - er
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His Word is sure, His works en - dure; He o0 - ver-throws
Our Ser-vant-King Of whom we sing. We're jus - ti - fied
In ev-’'ry need Seek Him in - deed; To ev - ry heart
You are my Lord; Your pre-cious Word Shall guide my way
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All e - vil foes; Through Him I more than con - quer
Be - cause He died, The guilt - y be - ing guilt - less.
He will im - part His bless-ings with - out mea - sure.
And help me stay For - ev - er in Your pres - ence.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899-1955, alt.

Tune: Johann Stob&us, 1580-1646

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003
Tune: Public domain
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Sermon Text: Philippians 1:18b-27 (EHV)

"% Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, ° because | know that this will turn out for my
deliverance, through your prayer and the support of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ. 2 This matches my earnest expectation and hope that | will in no way be put
to shame, but with all boldness, as always, so even now, Christ will be magnified in
my body, whether by life or by death. ?' Yes, for me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain. > But if | am to go on living in the flesh, that will mean fruitful labor for me.
Yet which should I prefer? | do not know. 21 am pulled in two directions, because |
have the desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far. * But, it is more
necessary for your sake that | remain in the flesh. >> And since | am convinced of
this, 1 know that | will remain and will continue with all of you, for your progress
and joy in the faith. > And so by my coming to you again, my goal is to give you
even more reason to boast in Christ Jesus. %’ Just conduct yourselves in a way that
is worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come to see you or am absent, |
may hear about you that you are standing firm in one spirit, contending together
with one soul for the faith of the gospel.

Sermon Theme: In Life, in Death—Christ!

¥ How did Christ change Paul’'s whole perspective on life? (v.18b-20)

How does Christ change our perspective on life?

How does Christ change the way we live our life? (v. 27)

¥ How does Christ change our perspective even on death? (v. 21)



Offertory LSB 956

f) . | .
[ = I ] ] I 1 I [ |
LAY ] - Ip \; I | =‘[ al i ﬁ Wp
.J 1 1 [ | ]
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new
flu ‘
[ o 1 I ! I 1 ; I | I 1
(I 4V I 1 | I | I | I | - | I =
K=o o o & ) |~ | o &«
Q) e I I 1
a right spir - it with-in me. Cast me not a - way
Hu ‘ .
(] I r | f I I | | I f | |
e — —
.J - [o”] 1 i
from Thy pres - ence; and take  not Thy Ho-ly Spir - it
{) 4 R . M
[ ] ¥ | I I | | | I | | ]
ﬁ@ﬁ:‘:‘:‘;ﬁﬁ—f—f—r—f—ﬁﬁa
QJ I I I ' I
from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va-tion;
e ; ,
[t I I 1 I | f I I f | T | I Il |
ﬁ@m‘ = (7 — — —— — i =—
d I [ d r 7 1 i |
and up-hold me with Thy free spir - it A - men.

Public domain

Offering We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him.

Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests we bring our prayers to God.

Sermon Hymn: 742 For Me to Live Is Jesus LSB 742
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1 For me to live is Je - sus, To die is  gain for me;
2 For Christ, my Lord, my broth - er, I leave this world so dim

3 My woes are near-ly o - ver, Though long and dark the road;
4 Lord, when my pow’rs are fail - ing, My  breath comes heav -i - ly,
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So when my Sav -ior pleas - es, I meet death will - ing - ly.
And glad -1y seek an - oth - er, Where T shall be with Him.
My sin His mer-its cov - er, And 1 have peace with God.
And words are un - a - vail - ing, O hear my sighs to Thee.
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5. In my last hour, O grant me
A slumber soft and still,
No doubts to vex or haunt me,
Safe anchored in Thy will;

6. And so to Thee still cleaving
When death shall come to me,
I fall asleep believing
And wake in heav’n with Thee!

Text: Ein schén geistlich Gesangbuch, 1609, Jena; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Sacrament

Now we approach the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in which Jesus comes to bless us with His very body and blood.
We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration.

Preface LSB 208

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

H @BF

It is truly fitting, right, and spiritually beneficial that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks unto You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in His
name, there He is with them to shepherd His flock till He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

11



Sanctus Latin: “Holy.” LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P} We give You thanks, O Lord our God, for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ and His cross. Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body
and blood. In His name we pray, as we now join in the prayer that He taught us:

Lord's Prayer LSB 209

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Institution
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper, by which our Lord assured to His Church the real
presence of His body and blood in the Sacrament.

Pax Domini (“The Peace of the Lord”)

[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
Latin: “Lamb of God.” Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)
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¥ 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
{4 ‘ ‘
Vs — i —— 1  — i — |
o', o o te e | 1 |
- -
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
/) ‘
AT — I i — j — — — H
R4 E— | o ) . = 7 — — H
Q) _‘_ r J L = & L
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.

The Distribution

i

LSB 209

LSB 210

For the distribution we will start with those who would like to partake of the Lord’s Supper
from the pew. After that, those who would like to come up to the altar steps will partake as

directed by our usher.

Note to our Guests: We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. The Word of God treats the

Lord’s Supper with great care. The Word of God considers the Lord’s Supper to be a wonderful Means of
Grace — a way in which Christ forgives and blesses. It is also considered an opportunity for congregations
to express unity and oneness (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) — that is, to say to the world “This is what we
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believe!” But God's Word also warns against taking the Sacrament to our judgment (1 Corinthians 11:27-
30). For these reasons our congregation asks that you fully understand our teachings before partaking.
We respectfully ask that those who have joined this congregation through public confession of faith, or
who are members of another congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC) approach the
altar at the usher's direction. By following this practice we do not make any judgment on your faith.

Rather we do this out of love for you, as a public confession of our unity, and out of obedience to and love
for God’s Word. Speak to our pastor anytime and he will be glad to provide the information you would
need — and want. We look forward to communing together, Lord willing, in the future.

Nunc Dimittis
Latin: “Now Dismiss.” Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)
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Benediction The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Closing Hymn: 838 The Saints in Christ Are One... (please stand for last verse)
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1 The saints in Christ are one in ev-'ry place
2 In chains for Christ! His pris’n-ers love to sing,
3 To live is Christ, for us, to die is gain;
4 Lord Je - sus Christ! Heav'n’s praise let earth re - peat;
He
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To serve the Gos - pel of His cost - ly grace;
For slaves and free re - joice to  praise our King;
Where then shall be our hun - ger, dan - ger, pain?
The work that You be - gan, You will  com - plete.
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From those first days to this, our hope the same:
What though the Church on earth still suf - ferswrong?
Our joy to preach good news to rich and poor,
By grace let ev - ry foe be-come Yourfriend;
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The love of Christ, one Lord, one sav - ing  name.
The cross of  Christ re - mains our pil - grim song.
Then be with Christ, to live for - ev - er - more.
Your day, O Christ, shall dawn and nev - er end.

Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938, alt.

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1996 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today: St. Stephen — West (Mt. View): Bible Class — 9am
Worship w/ Communion- 10am

St. Stephen - East Bay (Hayward): Worship w/ Communion - 1pm
Creation Documentary Video &
Fellowship Meal - 2pm

This Week: Mon. — Fri. — Pastor Luke Out of Town for Pacific Coast Pastoral Conf. —
St. Paul Lutheran, Vernon, BC, Canada
Wednesday — No Confirmation Class (Lang) (Mt. View) — Resumes 10/25

Next Sunday: St. Stephen — West (Mt. View): Bible Class — 9am
10/8/23 Worship — 10am

St. Stephen - East Bay (Hayward): Worship — 1pm
Bible Class - 2pm

Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html

In Your Mailbox — St. Stephen Church Calendar — October
CLC Coordinating Council Summary — Fall 2023

East Bay Potluck & Creation Video - TODAY Sunday, October 1% @ 2pm (Hayward) -
Today at 2pm the East Bay congregation will be hosting a potluck and video presentation of the
creation documentary, “Is Genesis History?” We'll be watching part one today, Sunday, October
1% and part two of the video next Sunday, October 8™ You are invited to join us. The location of
our East Bay worship service and Bible Study is:

Grace Lutheran Church - 1836 B St. — Hayward, CA.

CLC News - Pastor Frank Gantt of Zion Lutheran in the Atlanta, GA area has returned the call from
Calvary Lutheran of Marquette, MI. Calvary Lutheran, along with St. Peter’s Lutheran of Iron River,
MI, have now called Pastor Terrel Kesterson of Ascension Lutheran in Batavia, IL.

16


https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html

