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St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
West & East Bay, Central Valley, and Southern California  

Member congregations of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 
 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Home: (650) 282-5752 
 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Julia Bernthal, Scott Mueller 
 

Websites: ststephenclc.org (East Bay) - sslcwest.org (West) 
 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915   
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  

Julia Bernthal (Administrator), Pastor Luke Bernthal (Principal) 
 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

July 30, 2023      Pentecost 9 
 

 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.   

 
 

 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 18 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  

 

 

 

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:  
 

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 
 

 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Hymn:  830  Spread the Reign of God the Lord                                     LSB 830  

 

 
 

5. Enter, mighty Word, the field;  

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6. Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
 
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore we stand in awe of You. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession and Absolution   
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  
 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.   LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis  Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.”         LSB 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation (“Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P We pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, 

receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded.  Help us 

as Your redeemed and baptized children to be Your witnesses to all people that they 

may share with us the blessings of Your eternal kingdom of heaven.  We pray this 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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First Reading                         Responsive Psalm - Psalm18 (selected verses)  

 

P  I love you, O LORD, my strength.  

C  The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  
  

P  my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  

C  He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  
  

P  I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise,  

C  and I am saved from my enemies.  
  

P  The cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me.  

C  The cords of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me.  
  

P  In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help.  

C  From His temple he heard my voice; my cry came before Him, into His ears. 
  

P  He reached down from on high and took hold of me;  

C  He drew me out of deep waters.  
  

P  He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for me.  

C  They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support.  
  

P  He brought me out into a spacious place;  

C  He rescued me because He delighted in me.  
  

P  As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless.  

C  He is a shield for all who take refuge in Him.  
  

P  For who is God besides the LORD?  

C  And who is the Rock except our God? 

  

P  The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock!  

C  Exalted be God my Savior!  
  

P  Therefore I will praise You among the nations, O LORD;  

C  I will sing praises to Your name.  
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P  He gives his king great victories;  

C  He shows unfailing kindness to His anointed,  

to David and his descendants forever. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading                                                              Galatians 3:26-29 (EHV) 

P The second reading is from Galatians 3:26-29.  

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 26 
In fact, you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 
Indeed, as many of 

you as were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ. 
28 

There is not Jew or 

Greek, slave or free, male or female, for you are all one and the same in Christ 

Jesus. 
29 

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants and heirs 

according to the promise. 
 

P Here ends our second reading. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia and Verse          LSB 205 
When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond.  We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!” 
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Baptism of Vincent Maximilian Lang 

& Natalie Eva Lang 
  

Born: Vincent – December 18th, 2012; Natalie – September 3rd, 2010 

Reborn of Water and the Spirit: July 30th, 2023 
  

Parents: Daniel and Sabine Lang 

 

 

Apostles' Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.                                                                                     LSB 207 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven  

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day:  596  All Christians Who Have Been Baptized                  LSB 596  

 

 

 

 

 
 

5. O Christian, firmly hold this gift And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 

 

6. So use it well! You are made new— In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 
 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text:  Matthew 28:16-20 (NKJV)   

16 Then the eleven disciples went away into 

Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 

appointed for them. 17 When they saw Him, they 

worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 

came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 

"teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age." Amen. 
 

Sermon Theme: You are a Missionary! 
 

 

 Who comes to mind when you think of someone sent on a “mission”? 

 

 

 Who comes to mind when you think of a Missionary of Christ?   

 

 

 Do you think of yourself as a missionary?  Are you a missionary? 

 

 

 Can you put the Gospel (“Good News”) message about Jesus into a simple 

sentence or two? (Or maybe you can think of a Bible passage that presents the 

Gospel clearly?) 

 

 

 

 In what ways can you be a “Missionary of Christ” this week? 

 

 

 

YOU! 
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Offertory  LSB 956 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 
( If you have an offering to give today, please place it in the plate in the church entryway. ) 

 

Sermon Hymn: 826  Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying                                             LSB 826 

 

1. Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting— Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 

2. If you cannot speak like angels, If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus, You can say He died for all. 

If you cannot rouse the wicked With the judgment’s dread alarms, 

You can lead the little children To the Savior’s waiting arms. 
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3. If you cannot be a watchman, Standing high on Zion’s wall, 

Pointing out the path to heaven, Off’ring life and peace to all, 

With your prayers and with your off'rings You can do what God commands; 

You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s hands. 

 

4. Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me!” 
 
Text (sts. 1–2, 4): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (st. 3): unknown, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests  We bring our prayers to God. 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).                        LSB 202 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  835  On Galilee’s High Mountain  (please stand for last verse)       LSB 835                          
 

 

 

 

 
 

5. That ev’ryone He chooses, For reasons of His own, 

Will find in Christ his calling To live His love alone. 

His presence always leads us Till time no more shall be; 

Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort  Give us His victory. 

 

D  6. Lord, gather all Your children, Wherever they may be, 

And lead them on to heaven To live eternally 

With You, our loving Father, And Christ, our brother dear, 

Whose Spirit guards and gives us The joy to persevere. 
 
Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932–96 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Tune: Public domain 

 



 13 

Acknowledgments - Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.  

Adapted from Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®)  

© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Joint Worship Service w/ Baptisms – 10am 

                   Church Picnic @ DeAnza Park – 11:30am 

        (1150 Lime Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94087)                    

         

No Worship at St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward)  
 

This Week: Tuesday – Worship Service in Stockton (Oakmont) – 2pm 

        Worship Service in Sacramento (Forever Easter House)-  4:30pm 

 

Next Sunday: St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Worship w/ communion – 10am 

8/6/23         

St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship w/ communion – 1pm 
 

St. Stephen – South (Ontario): Worship and Bible Study - 6:30pm 
 

  Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

In Your Mailbox – St. Stephen Church Calendar - August 

 

Welcome! – We welcome our guests and visitors who are with us today for our worship 

service and baptism of Vincent and Natalie Lang.  Natalie and Vincent have been students at 

SSLS for several years.  We give thanks to God that He has led these children through His 

Word to desire to receive the blessings of the sacrament of baptism!  
 

“He [God] saved us through the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the 

Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

– Titus 3:5-6 EHV 

 

 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Church Picnic at DeAnza Park – Following Our Worship Service @ 11:30am 

Our church picnic will be starting at approximately 

11:30am at DeAnza Park in Sunnyvale (1150 Lime 

Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94087).  Please come and join us!   

 

VBS Recap and Thank Yous! – We were blessed with a wonderful Vacation Bible School this 

past week.  Our theme was “Missionaries of Christ.”  Each day we learned about a different 

missionary from the Bible and also reminded the students that, as believers, we are all 

“Missionaries of Christ!”  While we didn’t have as many show up as were registered we still 

had 16 total students attend at least one day, with an average attendance each day of 14 

students.  12 of the students were attending our VBS for the first time.  Praise God!  We were 

assisted by an incredible group of volunteer teachers and staff who did an amazing job of 

sharing the love of our Savior Jesus with His little lambs.  We thank everyone for their time, 

efforts, donations, and support.  We especially thank God for giving us such a successful VBS! 
 

Teachers:  Ms. Jordyn Schierenbeck (Preschool)   Mr. Isaac Schmitt  (K-1
st
 Grade) 

  Mrs. Marcie Schierenbeck (2
nd

 – 4
th

 Gr.)  Pastor Luke Bernthal (5th Grade) 

Mrs. Mikkela Schmitt (Music & Crafts) 
 

Staff: Mrs. Tari Bliss (Snacks prep & Recess help)   

Mrs. Barb Gullerud (Registration, Classroom, Crafts & Recess help) 

Rachel Blank (Classroom, Crafts & Recess help) 

Nancy & Roy Cameron (Registration) 
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Southern California Worship and Bible Study – NEXT Sun. 8/6 @ 6:30pm    

Our Southern California Worship Service and Bible Study will be held NEXT Sunday, August 

6th @ 6:30pm.  We will be meeting in the conference room at Kevin Fossum's 

workplace.  The location is near the Ontario airport. Here is the address and parking info:   
                                                 

Total Transportation & Distribution   

9278 Charles Smith Ave.    

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730   

 

Pacific Coast Women's Retreat -- Grow in Grace - October 6-8, 2023 | Cusick, WA 

We welcome all girls and women to our retreat in the beautiful 

Pacific Northwest! Planes, trains, and automobiles will bring 

you to Spokane, and then we'll lead you an hour-ish north to 

the Ponderosa Lodge. "Stay in the Know" by signing up on the 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church website for periodic updates.  

https://gethsemaneclc.org/events/pacific-coast-womens-retreat/  

Questions? Contact Tina Eichstadt, teichstadt@gmail.com or 651-398-2386. 

 

 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgethsemaneclc.org%2Fevents%2Fpacific-coast-womens-retreat%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8567f77adadc4a40b47308db4806e156%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638182966622096886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yLSfV%2BVdBwad6ITNYC2sCgA6WFqufOlga9kb%2BJMjtLo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:teichstadt@gmail.com

