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St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
Member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 

 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Home: (650) 282-5752 
 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Julia Bernthal & Scott Mueller 

Organist: Barb Gullerud 
 

Website: sslcwest.org 
 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915   
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School Staff: Isaac & Mikkela Schmitt (Teachers),  

Julia Bernthal (Administrator), Pastor Luke Bernthal (Principal) 
 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

July 16, 2023      Pentecost 7 
 

 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.  Please sign our guestbook in the entry. 

 
 

 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 145 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  

 

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:  
 

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 
 

 

 

 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Hymn: 790 v. 1-3  Praise to the Lord                                            LSB 790 v. 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

P In the name of the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution   
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
 

C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:5, 7-9) 

 

P Let us pray… 
 

C Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer:  

 We confess that we are sinful by nature, and have sinned against You in our 

thoughts, words, and actions.  We have not loved You above all things.  We 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Have mercy on us, and, for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us our sins. 

 

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 

the sins of the whole world.  We are forgiven!  With boldness and confidence we 

may approach the throne to find grace to help in time of need.  In the joy and 

peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord... 

 

(LSB 790 v. 4)  
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 4 

Prayer of the Day  

 

P We pray: 

Merciful God, in Holy Baptism You washed away our iniquities and cleansed us from 

our sins. Do not cast us from Your presence, but restore to us the joy of Your 

salvation. Open our lips to declare Your praise that we may sing of Your righteousness 

for all eternity.  We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading     Titus 3:4-7 (EHV) 
 

4 
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, 

5 
he 

saved us—not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He 

saved us through the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6 

whom he 

poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7 

so that, having been 

justified by his grace, we might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life. 

 

Second Reading    Romans 6:1-6 (EHV) 
 

P The second reading is from Romans 6:1-6.  

C Sanctify us by Your truth, O LORD. Your Word is truth! 
 

What shall we say then? Shall we keep on sinning so that grace may 

increase? 
2
 Absolutely not! We died to sin. How can we go on living in it any 

longer? 
3
 Or do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 
4
 We were therefore buried with him by this baptism into his 

death, so that just as he was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 

too would also walk in a new life. 
5
 For if we have been united with him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly 

also be united with him in the likeness of his resurrection. 
6
 We know that our old self was crucified with him, to make our sinful body 

powerless, so that we would not continue to serve sin. 
  

P Here ends our Scripture readings. 

C Praise to You, O Christ! 
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(LSB 790 v. 5) 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Baptism of Aiden Yang Weinberger 

 

Born: April 4th, 2023 

Reborn of Water and the Spirit: July 30th, 2023 
  

Parents: Julian and Tina Weinberger 

Sponsors: Laura Dominguez & David Dominguez 

 

Apostles' Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.                                                                                 W.S. p. 15 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day:  590  Baptized into Your Name Most Holy                          LSB 590 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text:  1 Peter 3:18-22 (EHV)   

18 Because Christ also suffered once for sins in our place, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in flesh but was made alive 

in spirit, 19 in which he also went and made an announcement to the spirits in 

prison. 20 These spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was waiting in the 

days of Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a few, that is, eight souls, 

were saved by water. 21 And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not 

the removal of dirt from the body but the guarantee of a good conscience before 

God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

Sermon Theme:  Baptism Saves! 
 

1. Not by Our Act of Obedience 
 

 Is baptism a “sacrifice” on our part (something we do in obedience to God)?  

Or is it a “sacrament” (a “sacred act” in which God does something for us)? 

 

 What miraculous things does God do for us—even for infants—in baptism? 

(see Titus 3:4-7 from our Scripture reading earlier) 
 

 

2. But by What Jesus has Done for Us 
 

 What does Peter point to as the reason “baptism now saves you”? (v. 21) 
 

 

Offertory  LSB 956 
 

 

 

 
 

(song continues on next page ->) 
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Public domain 

 

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 

( If you have an offering to give today, please place it in the plate in the church entryway. ) 

 

Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests  We bring our prayers to God. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn: 594  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It                                           LSB 594 
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 

Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26). 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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The Doxology                                                                                                                                  LSB 805 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Closing Hymn:  548  Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious   (please stand for last verse)  
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Acknowledgments - Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®)  

© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Bible Class – 9am 

                 Worship w/ Baptism (Aiden Weinberger) – 10am 

             Baptism Reception – 11am 

           Women’s Auxiliary – 12noon 

 

St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship – 1pm  

       Bible Class – 2pm 

 

This Week: Wednesday – VBS Teachers’ Meeting (Zoom) – 2:30pm 
              

Next Sunday: St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Bible Class – 9am 

7/23/21       Worship – 10am 
                                          

St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship – 1pm  

       Bible Class – 2pm 
 

   Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 

Baptism Reception After the Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall –  

Everyone is invited to a reception in celebration of Aiden Weinberger’s baptism in the 

fellowship hall after the worship service today.   
 

Then Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, because the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” – Matthew 19:14 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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VBS is Almost Here!  July 24
th

-28
th

 – Ages 4-13 – Registration 

can be done online through our school’s website (ssls.org).  It 

will be held Mon.–Fri., July 24
th

–28
th

 from 9am-11:30am.  We 

currently have 23 students signed up.  Praise God!  The CLC’s 

TVBS program is sending us up 2 teachers to assist us as well: 

Marcie Schierenbeck and her daughter, Jordyn.  If you would like 

to volunteer to help with our VBS please speak with Pastor Luke. 

 

VBS Snack Sign-Up / Lunches for VBS Volunteers – We are in need of volunteers to bring 

snacks and drinks for the VBS students.  If you would like to do so please sign the sheet in 

the church entryway. NOTE: Please do not bring snacks that contain peanuts or cashews. 

Also, we will be providing lunch for our VBS teachers and staff each day.  If you’d like to help 

provide lunch on one of the days please sign the sheet in the entryway.   

 

VBS Donations – Meals & Sightseeing – We usually try and do some sightseeing in the Bay 

Area with our TVBS teacher volunteers as a “thank you” for all their hard work and help.  We 

usually do at least two sightseeing/activity trips in the afternoon/evening during the week of 

VBS.  If you would like to make a donation to help pay for some of the costs of meals and 

sightseeing expenses please mark your offering envelope “TVBS.” Thank you!   

 

Church Picnic & Joint Worship Service – Sunday, July 30
th

 - Sign-Up Sheet in Entryway  

On Sunday July 30
th

 we will be having a joint worship 

service in Mountain View at 10am, followed by our 

church picnic starting at approximately 11:30am at 

DeAnza Park in Sunnyvale (1150 Lime Dr, Sunnyvale, CA 94087).  There is a sign-up 

sheet in the entryway if you’d like to bring some food to share.  Please come and join your 

brothers and sisters in Christ from both congregations at both our worship service and picnic 

on July 30th!     

 

CLC News - Messiah Lutheran in Eau Claire, WI has called Pastor Sam Rodebaugh of Faith 

Lutheran, Manchester, MO, to be their third pastor. <> Mrs. Loretta Leinberger has accepted 

the call from Gethsemane Lutheran Church of Saginaw, MI to be its Pre-K teacher, as well as 

Kindergarten assistant.  <> Missionary Peter Evensen has returned the call from Calvary 

Lutheran Church in Marquette, MI. Calvary has now called Pastor James Albrecht of St. John’s 

in Okabena, MN. 

 


