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St. Stephen Lutheran Church  
Member congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 

 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Home: (650) 282-5752 
 

Online Video Production: Chris Holt, Julia Bernthal & Scott Mueller 

Organist: Barb Gullerud 
 

Website: sslcwest.org 
 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915   
 

St. Stephen Lutheran School:  Mikkela Hammond (Principal), Julia Bernthal (Administrator) 
 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

April 2, 2023      Palm Sunday 
 

 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.  Please sign our guestbook in the entry. 

 
 

 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 24 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  

 

Our Worship Services will be Posted to Our Website Each Sunday Evening. 

To Watch our Worship Service Online Please Click This Link:  
 

 https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 
 

 

 

 

http://www.sslcwest.org/
https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Opening Hymn:  443  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                           LSB 443 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–80, alt. 
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Württemberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

               Invocation                    
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore we stand in awe of You. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession and Absolution   
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.   LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis  Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.”         LSB 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation (“Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P We pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 

upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross that all people might be 

saved from their sins.  Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of His 

great humility and also be made partakers of His resurrection through faith in Him.  

We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
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First Reading  Zechariah 9:9-10 (EHV)   

 

9
 Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

    Look! Your King is coming to you. He is righteous and brings salvation. 

    He is humble and is riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem. 

    The battle bow will be taken away, and he will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His kingdom will extend from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading   Philippians 2:5-11 (EHV) 

P The second reading is from Philippians 2:5-11.  

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

5 
Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 

6 
Though he was 

by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 
7 

but he 

emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human 

likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 
8 

he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
9 

Therefore God also 

highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 

so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and 

every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond.  We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!” 
 

 
 

(song continues on next page ->) 
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Nicene Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.       LSB 206 

  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: 444  No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet                          LSB 444 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862   Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text: Matthew 21:1-11 (NKJV)   

Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go into the village opposite 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them 

and bring them to Me. 3 "And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The 

Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them." 4 All this was done 

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: 5 "Tell the 

daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on a 

donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.' " 6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus 

commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on 

them, and set Him on them. 8 And a very great multitude spread their clothes on 

the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 

Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' 

Hosanna in the highest!" 10 And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was 

moved, saying, "Who is this?" 11 So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet 

from Nazareth of Galilee." 
 

Sermon Theme: “Names of Wondrous Love” – THE SON OF DAVID 
 

 What did this name/title “The Son of David” mean? 

 

 What does the word “Hosanna” mean? 

 

 How do these words of praise and this “Name of Wondrous Love” for Jesus, 

as well as this unusual scene on Palm Sunday help answer the question that 

the people of Jerusalem were asking about Jesus, “Who is this?” 

 
 

Offertory  LSB 956 
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Public domain 

 

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 

 

Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests  We bring our prayers to God. 

 

Sermon Hymn:  442  All Glory Laud and Honor                                          LSB 442 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Now we approach the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in which Jesus comes to bless us with His very body and blood. 

We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. 

 

Preface  LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and spiritually beneficial that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, Who brought the gift of salvation to all people by His death on 

the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn, by a 

tree be overcome.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:   
   

Sanctus  Latin: “Holy.”           LSB 208 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P We give You thanks, O Lord our God, for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ and His cross.  Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood.  In His name we pray, as we now join in the prayer that He taught us: 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution 
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper, by which our Lord assured to His Church the real 
presence of His body and blood in the Sacrament. 

 

Pax Domini (“The Peace of the Lord”)  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei            LSB 210 
Latin: “Lamb of God.”  Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) 
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The Distribution 

 For the distribution we will start with those who would like to partake of the Lord’s Supper 

from the pew.  After that, those who would like to come up to the altar steps will partake as 

directed by our usher.   
 

Note to our Guests: We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning.  The Word of God treats the 

Lord’s Supper with great care.  The Word of God considers the Lord’s Supper to be a wonderful Means of 

Grace – a way in which Christ forgives and blesses. It is also considered an opportunity for congregations 

to express unity and oneness (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) – that is, to say to the world “This is what we 

believe!” But God’s Word also warns against taking the Sacrament to our judgment (1 Corinthians 11:27-

30).  For these reasons our congregation asks that you fully understand our teachings before partaking. 

We respectfully ask that those who have joined this congregation through public confession of faith, or 

who are members of another congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC) approach the 

altar at the usher’s direction. By following this practice we do not make any judgment on your faith. 

Rather we do this out of love for you, as a public confession of our unity, and out of obedience to and love 

for God’s Word.  Speak to our pastor anytime and he will be glad to provide the information you would 

need – and want. We look forward to communing together, Lord willing, in the future.  
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Nunc Dimittis  LSB 211 

Latin: “Now Dismiss.”  Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26). 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  441  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  (please stand for last verse)       LSB 441  
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Acknowledgments   Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

Adapted from Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book  

Scripture quotations marked EHV are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®)  

© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Bible Class – 9am  

          Worship w/ Communion– 10am 
   

St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship w/ Communion – 1pm  

       Bible Class – 2pm 
 

This Week: Holy Week 

Wednesday – Board of Education Meeting (Mountain View ) (Zoom)– 6pm 

Friday- Good Friday Worship w/ Communion – Hayward – 1pm 

           Mountain View – 7pm 

Saturday – Easter Decorating & Set Up (Mountain View) – 10am    
 

Next Sunday:   Easter Sunday 

4/9/22   Joint Easter Worship Service (Mountain View) – 10am  

              Children’s Easter Egg Hunt – 11am 

   Easter Brunch – 11:30am 
 

                      

 

   Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 
 

 

In Your Mailbox – St. Stephen Church Calendar – April 
 

Library Books & Bookshelf Moving – After the worship service today the Women’s 

Auxiliary will be moving some of the church library books from the school library to the 

fellowship hall and pastor’s office bookshelves.  Also, we’ll be moving a couple of the book 

shelves in pastor’s office.  It shouldn’t take too long.  If you are able to stay and help after the 

worship service that would be very much appreciated!  Thank you. 
 

Holy Week & Easter Worship Service Schedule – Holy Week begins today.  Please join us 

this week for Good Friday services and our joint-congregation Easter Service and brunch.  

The schedule is as follows: 
 

Good Friday w/ communion (4/7) –   St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward) – 1pm 

                 St. Stephen – West (Mt. View) – 7pm 
 

Easter Sunday (4/9) – Easter Joint Worship Service (Mt. View) – 10am  

              Children’s Easter Egg Hunt – 11am 

     Easter Brunch – 11:30am 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Easter Brunch Sign-Up Sheet – We will be having an Easter Brunch after our 10am Easter 

Worship service in Mountain View on Easter Sunday, April 9
th

.  If you’d like to help with the 

brunch or bring a dish to pass, please sign the sheet in the church entryway.  Thank you! 

 

Pastor’s Call Response -  

Dear Members and Friends of St. Stephen, 

 

After much prayer and thoughtful consideration, along with deliberation, counsel, and advice 

from a number of others, I am returning the call to serve as the third pastor of Messiah 

Lutheran of Eau Claire, WI and will continue to serve as your pastor here.  The Lord has made 

it clear to me that because of the numerous needs of our California congregations, as well as 

our Christian Day School, I am serving where the Lord wants me to be.   

 

I thank all of you for all of your prayers, your support, encouragement, thoughts, and advice 

during the past few weeks in which I was considering this call.  Your Christian concern and 

love for me and Jewels, and for the Lord’s kingdom has always been evident and was 

especially helpful and encouraging to me during this time of deliberation.     

 

May God continue to work in and through each one of us here in our congregations and in 

our communities.  God’s blessings to you all, and may He continue to bless our service in His 

Kingdom. 

 

God’s blessings in Christ, 

 

Pastor Luke 

                                 

CLC News - The dual parish of Redemption Lutheran of Lynnwood, WA and Ascension 

Lutheran of Tacoma, WA has called Pastor Chad Seybt of the quad parish of the CLC 

churches in Onalaska, Fairchild, Millston, and Melrose, WI. <> Pastor Norman Greve has 

accepted the call to serve as vacancy pastor at Calvary Lutheran in Marquette, MI. That 

congregation is requesting a graduate from Immanuel Lutheran Seminary to be their pastor.  


