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Fifth Sunday in Lent – March 26th, 2023 
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 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 3 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible) 

 

Opening Hymn:  437  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed                                   LSB 437    

 

 

 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.  Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore we stand in awe of You. 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession and Absolution   
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  
 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.   LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis  Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.”         LSB 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation (“Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P We pray: 

Father, Your Son Jesus endured the agony of the cross so that by His death and 

resurrection we might become heirs of eternal life. Fill us with the joy and peace of 

believing as You guide us on the way that leads to heaven.  We pray this through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Scripture Reading                          THE PASSION HISTORY OF CHRIST - Part 6 
 

Then they crucified Him there, and two others with Him, robbers and criminals, one on 

the right hand, and the other on the left, and Jesus in the center. So the Scripture was 

fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered with the transgressors." Now it was the third 

hour [9:00 a.m., according to Jewish time] when they crucified Him. Then Jesus said, "Father, 

forgive them; for they do not know what they do." 

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and divided them up 

among themselves into four parts, to each soldier a part, casting lots for them to determine 

what every man should take. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one 

piece. They said therefore among themselves, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it 

shall be;" that the Scripture might be fulfilled, which says, "They divided My garments among 

them, and for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldier did these things; and, sitting 

down, they kept watch over Him there. 

Now Pilate wrote a title or inscription of His accusation over Him. And the soldiers put it 

above His head on the cross. And it was written: "This is Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 

Jews." Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city; and it was written in letters of Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Then the chief priests of the 

Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but 'He said, "I am the King of the 

Jews."'" 

Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written." 

And the people stood, looking on. And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging 

their heads and saying, "Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 

Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross." 

Likewise even the rulers, the chief priests, together with the scribes, the Pharisees, and 

the elders, sneered at Him and mocked Him among themselves and said, "He saved others; 

Himself He cannot save. Let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the Chosen of God. If He is 

the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, that we may see and believe in 

Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him; for He said, 'I am the 

Son of God.'" 

And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, and saying, "If 

You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" 

Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing. One of 

the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, "If you are the Christ, save Yourself 

and us!" 
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But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, "Do you not even fear God, seeing you are 

under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our 

deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong." Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me 

when You come into Your kingdom!" 

And Jesus said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary, the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus, therefore, saw His mother, and the disciple 

whom He loved, standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then He 

said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took her to his 

own home. 

And it was about the sixth hour [12:00 noon]. Then the sun was darkened. From this hour 

darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour [3:00 p.m.]. 

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani!" Which is translated, "My God, My God, why have You [hast Thou] forsaken 

Me?" 

And when some of those who stood by heard that, they said, "Look! This Man is calling 

for Elijah." 

After this, Jesus, seeing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might 

be fulfilled, said, "I thirst." 

Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there. Then immediately someone ran and took 

a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed, on hyssop, and put it to His mouth 

and offered it to Him to drink. He and the others said, "Let Him alone! Let us see if Elijah will 

come to save Him and take Him down." 

So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" 

And when Jesus had cried out again with a loud voice, He said, "Father, into Your hands I 

commend My spirit." And having said this, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit, and 

breathed His last. 

Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth 

quaked; and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 

who had fallen asleep were raised; and, coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they 

went into the holy city and appeared to many. 

Now when the centurion, who stood opposite Jesus, saw what had happened and that 

He cried out like this, he glorified God, saying, "Certainly this was a righteous Man." When 

the centurion, and those with him who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the 

things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this Man was the Son of God." 
   

L Here ends our Passion History reading. 
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C  All we like sheep have gone astray,  

   and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

         By his wounds we are healed. 
 

Apostles' Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.                                                                                     LSB 207 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven  

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day:  424  O Christ, You Walked the Road                                      LSB 424  

 

 

 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007   Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130003862   Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text:  Luke 23:39-43 (NKJV) 
39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, "If You are 

the Christ, save Yourself and us." 40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, 

"Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 "And 

we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has 

done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You 

come into Your kingdom." 43 And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today 

you will be with Me in Paradise." 
 

Sermon Theme: “Names of Wondrous Love” – THE WAY 
 

1. For the Lost 
 

 Have you ever been lost?  How did that feel—not knowing where you were, or 

how to get where you wanted to go? 

 

 How about spiritually?   

 

 How are we like the two criminals crucified with Jesus?    

 

 

2. The Only Way 
 

 The second thief not only recognized that Jesus was innocent, but also that He 

was _______ _______________! 

 

 What did Jesus mean when He said that He was “the Way” (John 14:6)? 

 
 

Offertory  LSB 956 
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Public domain 

 

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 
( If you have an offering to give today, please place it in the plate in the church entryway. ) 

 

Sermon Hymn:  526  You Are the Way; through You Alone                               LSB 526 
 

 

 

 
 
Text: George W. Doane, 1799–1859, alt. 
Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests  We bring our prayers to God. 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).                        LSB 202 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn:  420  Christ, the Life of All the Living  (please stand for last verse)                                            
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5. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6. Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.;  
(sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis  Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt    Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments - Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.  

Adapted from Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View): Bible Class – 9am  

                   Worship – 10am 

         Women’s Auxiliary Meeting – 11:15am 
 

             St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship – 1pm  

      Bible Class – 2pm 

       

 

This Week: Tuesday – Stockton Worship (Oakmont) – 2pm 

        Sacramento Worship (Forever Easter House) – 4:30pm 

  Wednesday – Church Council / Elders Meeting (Zoom) (Mt. View) – 7pm 

 

Next Sunday: Palm Sunday 

4/2/23  St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Bible Class – 9am  

          Worship w/ Communion– 10am 
                           

             St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship w/ Communion – 1pm  

      Bible Class – 2pm 
 

  Online Worship Services -https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html 

 
   

May our Savior Jesus richly bless your worship and personal 

meditations on His Word during this season of Lent.  Please continue 

to join us as we remember Christ’s suffering and death for our sins in 

our Sunday worship services. 

 

 

 

Easter Brunch Sign-Up Sheet – We will be having an Easter Brunch after our 10am Easter 

Worship service in Mountain View on Easter Sunday, April 9
th

.  If you’d like to help with the 

brunch or bring a dish to pass, please sign the sheet in the church entryway.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

https://www.sslcwest.org/worship.html
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Holy Week & Easter Worship Service Schedule – Holy Week begins next Sunday (Palm 

Sunday).  Please join us that week for Good Friday services and our joint-congregation Easter 

Service and brunch.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

Good Friday w/ communion (4/7) –   St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward) – 1pm 

                 St. Stephen – West (Mt. View) – 7pm 
 

Easter Sunday (4/9) – Easter Joint Worship Service (Mt. View) – 10am  

             Easter Brunch – 11am 

 

CLC News – Calvary Lutheran Church in Marquette, MI is requesting a graduate from 

Immanuel Lutheran Seminary to be their pastor.  
 

Update from Pastor Neal Radichel who suffered a heart attack earlier this month –  
 

Hello family and friends,  
 

"My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever." 

- Psalms 73:26 
 

First of all, I'm very thankful to our Lord Jesus for the many answered prayers for my health and 

for my family. We're thankful to all of you for sharing Bible verses and encouragement through 

warm texts, beautiful cards, calls and visits. It's been a tremendous blessing to my family, which 

feels so undeserved and humbling.  We can see Jesus's love through all of you and are truly 

blessed.  
 

I have been adjusting to my new medications and just started cardiac rehab this week. Everything 

has gone very well, and I will continue therapy for the next few weeks for sure, Lord willing. I am 

so thankful that the Lord has spared me, and with that has given me the opportunity to get back 

to work soon. He has shown me new perspectives, such as being on the other side of the hospital 

bed.   
 

I am so thankful to our congregation and Pastor Naumann, along with our capable faculty and 

other helpers. You have been very kind to give our family a needed break from the church and 

school ministry. We can honestly see how the many prayers to our loving Savior have been 

working all this out for our good, and the good of others. Especially, as I chuckle a bit, for the 

handful of times I've heard guys around my age going in (or being sent in by their wife) to get 

their hearts checked. : )  I guess, you're welcome?   
 

We hope and pray that our Lord Jesus would bless you and your families even more than what He 

has done for us, during this rather brief testing, yet challenging time.  
 

With love for you all, your brother in Christ – Neal Radichel 
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CLC Youth Camp – June 11
th

 – 17th -  CLC Youth Camp registration is open! Camp takes 

place from June 11th-17th, 2023 at Camp JIM in Pillager, MN for students 6th-12th grade. 

Visit their website for more information and to register your camper between now and  

May 31
st
 - https://youthcampclc.wixsite.com/camp 

 

Email Amber Casto and Sam Rademacher at youthcamp.clc@gmail.com with any questions!  

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyouthcampclc.wixsite.com%2Fcamp&data=05%7C01%7C%7C531effe1fbb1480b6e9808db2a5f665a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638150361458833238%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xnxiCcPVeJ8Dgn5tNnYAIoEFald1pnGNkN8xC1TFtcY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:youthcamp.clc@gmail.com

