
 1 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church and School 
A member of the Church of the Lutheran Confession (clclutheran.org) 

 

320 Moorpark Way - Mountain View, California  94041-1600 
 
 

Pastor: Luke Bernthal

Email: lbernthal@live.com     Cell: (402) 389-2147 

Home: (650) 282-5752 

Church Office: (650) 964-5915    Church Website: sslcwest.org 
 

Teachers:  Kirsten Gullerud (Principal),  Rebecca Lillo 

School Office: (650) 961-2071 School Website: ssls.org 
 

Organist: Sue Slattengren 
 

October 8, 2017      Pentecost 18 
 

 

 We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning. 

We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.  

We invite you to join us every Sunday.  Please sign our guestbook in the entry. 

 
 

 

 Preparation for Worship:  Read Psalm 103 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible)  

 

Opening Hymn:  915  Today Your Mercy Calls Us                                       LSB 915 

 

Invocation 
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 
  

http://www.sslcwest.org/
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession and Absolution   
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.  

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.   LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis  Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.”         LSB 204 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation (“Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P We pray: 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who crucified Him. 

Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, or fail to forgive others as you have 

forgiven us.  Wash us clean of all our sins, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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First Reading   Genesis 50:15-21 (ESV) 

 

15
 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 

Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16

 So they sent a 

message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 
17

 ‘Say to 

Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 

evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18

 His brothers also came and fell 

down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 
19

 But Joseph said to them, 

“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20

As for you, you meant evil against me, but 

God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 

are today. 
21

 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them.   
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading  Luke 15:1-10 (NKJV) 

P The Second reading is from Luke 15:1-10.  

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

1
 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 

2
 And the 

Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners and eats with 

them." 
3
 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 

4
 "What man of you, having a 

hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 

and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 
5
 "And when he has found it, he lays 

it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
6
 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was 

lost!' 
7
 "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 
8
 " Or what woman, 

having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 

and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
 "And when she has found it, she calls her 

friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece 

which I lost!' 
10

 "Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents." 

   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Alleluia and Verse 
When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond.  We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Apostles' Creed  We boldly confess what we believe.                                                                                     LSB 207 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  609  Jesus Sinners Doth Receive                                               LSB 609 

 

Sermon: Forgive As You Have Been Forgiven 
 

 

Text: Matthew 18:21-35 (NKJV)   

21
 Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 

me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 
22

 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, 

up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 
23

 "Therefore the kingdom of 

heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
24

 "And 

when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents. 
25

 "But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be 

sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 
26

 

"The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 'Master, have patience with me, 

and I will pay you all.' 
27

 "Then the master of that servant was moved with 

compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 
28

 "But that servant went out 

and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid 

hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what you owe!' 
29

 "So his 

fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you all.' 
30

 "And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till 

he should pay the debt. 
31

 "So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, 

they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 
32

 

"Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave 

you all that debt because you begged me. 
33

 'Should you not also have had 

compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 
34

 "And his master was 

angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 
35

 "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses." 
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Offertory  LSB 956 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Offering  We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him. 
 

Sermon Hymn:  843  Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive                                           LSB 843 

 

Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests  We bring our prayers to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer          LSB 209 

 

Benediction  The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).                        LSB 202 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  779 (Worship Supplement)  Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven   W.S. 779 
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Announcements 

 

Today:  St. Stephen - South (Spring Hill Suites, Corona, CA): Worship – 6:30pm  
 

This Week: Tuesday – Elders – 6:30pm / Church Council Meeting – 7pm 

Wednesday – Catechism Classes (via Skype) (Fossum) – 7pm 

Thursday – Choir Practice (Reformation) – 6:30pm 

   

Next Sunday: St. Stephen – West (Mt. View):  Bible Class – 9am  

10/15/17       Worship w/ communion– 10am 

   

             St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship w/ baptism – 1pm  

      Bible Class – 2pm 

 

Coming Up: Sunday – 10/29 - 500
th

 Anniversary of the Reformation –  

     10am - Joint Worship - (West & East Bay)– Mt. View  

  - Fellowship Meal & Presentation After Worship Service 

 

500
th

 Anniversary of the Reformation – We will be 

celebrating the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation 

with a joint reformation service with our West and East 

Bay congregations on Sunday, Oct. 29
th

 @ 10am at 

St. Stephen in Mountain View.  We will have a 

fellowship meal and a Reformation-themed 

presentation after the worship service.  Make plans to join us!   

October Elder & Usher:  Paul Pelzl (Elder) & Michael Slattengren (Usher) 

 


