Benediction

St. Stephen Lutheran Church and School

The blessing given by God for the blessing of His people (Numbers 6:24-26).

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
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Announcements
This Week:

**No School this week at SSLS – Winter Break (Feb. 20-24)**

Next Sunday:

St. Stephen – West (Mountain View): Bible Class – 8:45am / Worship – 10am

February 19, 2017  The Seventh Sunday After Epiphany
We Welcome Our Visitors who are with us this morning.
We hope that you are uplifted by the Gospel at our worship service.
We invite you to join us every Sunday. Please sign our guestbook in the entry.

“But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44)

2/26/17

 Preparation for Worship: Read Psalm 103 (Lutheran Service Book or Pew Bible) 

St. Stephen – East Bay (Hayward): Worship – 1pm / Bible Class – 2pm

Opening Hymn: 704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light
February Elder & Usher: Nick Hasulak (Elder) & Brenton Horillo (Usher)
CLC News – Mt. Zion Lutheran, Madison Heights, MI, has called Pastor Matthew Hanel, of St.
Matthew Lutheran, Dallas, TX. <> Pastor David Baker, of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran, Red Wing,
MN, is taking a month’s leave of absence, due to an unknown illness and unexpected fatigue.
Pastor Emeritus Paul Fleischer is serving in the interim.
Lent / Ash Wednesday – Lent begins with a special Ash Wednesday worship service on March
st
1 at 7pm. Please make plans to join us!
th

th

St. Stephen 50 Anniversary Committee – Plans are being made to celebrate the 50
th
anniversary of our congregation this summer. We are forming a 50 Anniversary Committee to
help plan the day’s events. If you are interested in volunteering to serve on that committee,
please speak with our congregation’s president, Paul Pelzl 734-660-4248 (cell).

Invocation
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

New Parsonage Phone Number – The new phone number at the parsonage is: 650-282-5752.
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

congregation through public confession of faith, or who are members of another congregation of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC) approach the altar at the usher’s direction. Speak to our
pastor anytime and he will be glad to provide the information you would need – and want. We look
forward to communing together, Lord willing, in the future.

Communion Hymn: 619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior
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Nunc Dimittis
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Latin: “Now Dismiss.” Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32)

Confession and Absolution
We come before our Holy God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord,
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

Kyrie

Latin for “O Lord.” We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life.
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The Words of Institution
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper, by which our Lord assured to His Church the real
presence of His body and blood in the Sacrament..

Pax Domini (“The Peace of the Lord”)

Gloria in Excelsis

Latin for “Glory to God in the highest.”
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P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Latin: “Lamb of God.” Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)

Salutation (“Greeting”) and Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

The Distribution
Note to our Guests: We are so glad you are worshiping with us this morning. The Word of God
treats the Lord’s Supper with great care. The Word of God considers the Lord’s Supper to be a
wonderful Means of Grace – a way in which Christ forgives and blesses. It is also considered an
opportunity for congregations to express unity and oneness (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) – that is, to say
to the world “This is what we believe!” But God’s Word also warns against taking the Sacrament to
our judgment (1 Corinthians 11:27-30). For these reasons our congregation asks that you fully
understand our teachings before partaking. We respectfully ask that those who have joined this

P We pray:
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your
power we may be defended against all adversity. We pray this through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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C Amen.

First Reading
1

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18

Sanctus
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Latin: “Holy.”

2

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to all the congregation of the
people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.
…17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with
your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take vengeance or
bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor
as yourself: I am the LORD.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm (Responsive)

Psalm 119:33-41 (NKJV)

P Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes,
C And I shall keep it to the end.
P Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law;
C Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.
P Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it.
C Incline my heart to Your testimonies, And not to covetousness.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things,
C And revive me in Your way.
P Establish Your word to Your servant, Who is devoted to fearing You.
C Turn away my reproach which I dread, For Your judgments are good.
P Behold, I long for Your precepts;
C Revive me in Your righteousness.

P We give You thanks, O Lord our God, fort the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ and His cross. Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and
blood. In His name we pray the prayer that He taught us

Lord's Prayer

P Let Your mercies come also to me, O LORD –
C Your salvation according to Your word.

Gospel Reading

1 Corinthians 3:16-23

P The Gospel reading is from 1 Corinthians 3:16-23.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
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C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Offering

We offer our gifts to the Lord, remembering that He has first given to us that we might have to give to Him.

Prayer of the Church / Prayer Requests

We bring our prayers to God.

Sermon Hymn: 783 Take My Life and Let It Be
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Service of the Sacrament
Now we approach the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in which Jesus comes to bless us with His very body and blood.
We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration.

Preface
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P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?
If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy,
and you are that temple.
18
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age,
let him become a fool that he may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is
folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20and again,
“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21So let no one boast
in men. For all things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or
life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23and you are Christ’s, and
Christ is God’s.
17

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Alleluia and Verse

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

When God speaks to us in His Word it is natural for us to respond. We sing “Allelujah!”—meaning, “Praise the Lord!”

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and spiritually beneficial that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for
the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and singing:
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Nicene Creed
C
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We boldly confess what we believe.

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

Sermon: "Tough" Love
Text: Matthew 5:38-48 (NIV)
38

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39 But I tell you,
Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the
other also. 40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your
cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to
the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from
you. 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44
But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you
may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who
love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And
if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even
pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Offertory
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: 909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

LSB 909
Public domain
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